PRIVATE    LIVES

ACT

sweet, and patient, and understanding, and not be
upset, or ask any questions, or anything. I have an
absolute conviction that our whole future happiness
depends upon our leaving here instantly,
SIBYL: Why?
ELYOT :  I can't tell you why.
SIBYL :  But we've only just come.
ELYOT : I know that, but it can't be helped.
SIBYL : What's happened, what has happened ?
ELYOT :  Nothing has happened.
SIBYL :  You've gone out of your mind.
ELYOT : I haven't gone out of my mind, but I shall
if we stay here another hour.
SIBYL :   You're not drunk, are you ?
ELYOT : Of course I'm not drunk. What time have
I had to get drunk ?
SIBYL : Come down and have some dinner, darling,
and then you'll feel ever so much better.
ELYOT : It's no use trying to humour me. I'm
serious.
SIBYL : But darling, please be reasonable. We've
only just arrived ; everything's unpacked. It's our
first night together. We can't go away now.
ELYOT : We can have our first night together in Paris.
SIBYL: We shouldn't get there until the small
hours.
ELYOT (with a great effort at calmness) : Now please,
Sibyl, I know it sounds crazy to you, and utterly
lacking in reason and sense, but I've got second sight
over certain things. I'm almost psychic. I've got
the most extraordinary sensation of impending disaster.
If we stay here something appalling will happen. I
know it.
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